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Pope's desires and may be one reason for his hastening the
Papal Encyclical against Hitler.
There 1Nstill remains Hungary, which has always been
loyally Catholic, and which now has a Primate who is
a possible future Pope and who supports the policy of
Pope Pius in every way. The Balkan States are Orthodox,
not Catholic, but have in them a considerable Catholic
element. Behind all the movements in the Eastern European
states is a definite idea suggested by the Prime Minister of
Holland, namely to combine the small Western European
States and the smaller Eastern European States into a series
of democracies, leaning neither to Russian Communism) nor
to German and Italian Totalitarianism, but forming a solid
block of common sense through Europe, backed by
France, Great Britain, and at least the passive support of
the democratic United States.
In almost all those countries the influence of the
Vatican is very great: so great indeed, either in active
support of the local governments, or so formidable as an
opposition, that these states may cease to exist as demo-
cracies if the Vatican continues to take up am attitude
which forces its own political opinion on these com-
munities. If Rome has its way in Austria and Poland, they
will become Catholic totalitarian states and immediately
the Balkans would go into active opposition, whilst it is
to be feared that Czechoslovakia might go Communist.
There is no need for any of these things to happen if
only the Pope could be persuaded to keep out of active
support of Italian policy*
There remains only Switzerland* Here a quietly
governed country has carried on with some of its ministers
in office since as far back as 19 u. There is a German